
 
We want MPs who respect women; 

We do NOT want sexist leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can stop the 
sexism! 

 

      

       
MPs can help combat sexism 

in Parliament 
 

 
Ask your MP to observe the following: 
 
DO : 
 
v Realise that sexism is not a joke - it 

violates women’s rights and must be 
taken seriously. 

  
v Speak up and push for concrete sanctions 

against MPs who make sexist remarks. 
  
DON’T : 
 
v Dismiss sexism as a ‘women’s issue’. 
 
v Encourage sexist MPs by laughing,   

cheering and clapping hands in support. 
 
v Trivialise the views of women who speak 

up by calling them ‘emotional’ and 
‘aggressive’. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
VOTE FOR A 

SEXISM-FREE PARLIAMENT! 
 
 

Sexist comments are NOT jokes. 
Sexist comments: 

• VIOLATE women’s rights 
• CREATE a culture that  

insults women and men 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
DON’T VOTE for  
sexist candidates 
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“It is unusual for women’s 
issues to be touched 
(raised) by men,… but 
women are supposed to be 
touched by men”  
Mohamad bin Aziz (BN-Sri 
Gading) [Malaysiakini, 15 
May 2007]  

SEXIST COMMENTS ARE AN 
INSULT TO WOMEN  

AND MEN  

Before we 
vote, we want 
to know what 
your views on 
women are… 

“Where is the leak? The 
member for Batu Gajah also 
leaks once a month.”   
Bung Mokhtar Radin (BN-
Kinabatangan & Mohd. Said 
Yusuf (BN-Jasin) 
 



 

 
1. Insulting comments about women’s 

bodies and their biological functions  
 
Badruddin bin Amiruldin (BN–the then MP 
for Yan)  
“Like a menopausal woman” in reference to the 
debate of another male MP. [Malaysiakini, 15 May 
2007] 
 
Bung Mokhtar Radin (BN–Kinabatangan)  
and Mohd Said Yusuf (BN–Jasin -- dropped at 
2008 General Election)  
“Where is the leak? The member for Batu Gajah 
also leaks every month.” [DR 9.5.2007] 
 
2. Comparisons of women to inanimate 

objects 
 
S. Samy Vellu (BN–Sungai Siput)  
“A woman 50 years ago, she looks beautiful, but 
today she won’t look so beautiful” [Malaysiakini, 15 
May 2007] 
 
S. Samy Vellu (BN–Sungai Siput)  
“Toilets are like new brides after they are 
completed. After some time, they get a bit spoiled. 
Even if you do not use them frequently, you need 
someone to clean them every 25 minutes.” 
[Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
3. Sexual innuendos and double 

entendres 
 
Mohamed bin Aziz (BN–Sri Gading) 
“It is unusual for women’s issues to be touched 
(raised) by men,” and after a pause, he added, “but 
women are supposed to be touched by men.” 
[Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Bung Mokhtar Radin (BN–Kinabatangan) 
“Can I push through a little?” [Malaysiakini, 15 May 
2007] 
 

6. Blaming women for sexual crimes 
perpetrated by men 

Badruddin bin Amiruldin (BN–Jerai) on 
marital rape 
“Sometimes for reasons of entrapment she lodges 
a report that she had been raped. If she is a virgin 
it would have been okay… we can find out. But if 
she is not then how can we prove whether it was 
rape or otherwise?” [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Raja Dato' Ahmad Zainuddin bin Raja Haji 
Omar (BN-Larut) 
Commented that in order to prevent sexual 
harassment, all women should be fully covered 
(tutup aurat) irrespective of their religion. Women 
were told to cover themselves completely for the 
good of everyone. [DR 13.3.2000] 
 
Idris Haron (BN–Tangga Batu), Dr Mohd 
Hayati bin Othman (PAS–Pendang),  
Salahuddin Ayub (PAS–Kubang Kerian)   
Claimed that the ‘sexy uniforms’ of the female 
MAS cabin staff would arouse the passion of 
male passengers. [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Shabudin Yahaya (BN–Permatang Berangan) 
and Datuk Jasmin Mohamed (BN–Sg Dua), 
Penang State Assembly 
“The women’s dressing menggoda (lures) and 
mencabar (challenges) men.”  [Malaysiakini, 15 May 
2007] 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Patronising remarks on women being 
“emotional” and likening women to 
children  

 
Timbalan Yang di-Pertua Dato' Haji 
Muhamad bin Abdullah 
A woman MP was told not to be too emotional in 
a debate on the Immigration Act 1963 and the 
Income Tax Act 1967 and the issues she raised 
were dismissed as being non-discriminatory. 
[DR 24.10.2000] 
 
Tuan Haji Wan Junaidi bin Tuanku Jaafar 
(BN-PBB-Santubong) 
Referred to a fellow woman MP as a ‘little girl’ 
and told her to go home and suck on a pacifier 
(hisap pepetlah). [DR 29.3.2000] 
 
5. Commenting on women’s marital 

status as a put down 
 
Bung Mokhtar bin Radin (BN–
Kinabatangan)  
“Why do single mothers find it hard to remarry – 
most of them are still beautiful and gorgeous, so 
what are the real reasons?” which was responded 
to by…. [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Mohamed bin Aziz (BN–Sri Gading) 
“due to their not-so-favourable age……men, 
when it comes to younger women, they will 
definitely drool.” [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Abdul Fatah Harun (PAS– Rantau Panjang).  
“…Widows are humble… but divorcees, most of 
them are gatal (randy).” [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 
 
Badruddin bin Amiruldin (BN–Jerai) 
Asked a fellow Parliamentarian if he knew how 
long YB Fong Poh Kuan’s (DAP - Batu Gajah) 
marriage would last (during a debate on rising 
divorce cases). [Malaysiakini, 15 May 2007] 

X GENDER  
EQUALITY 

Vote for Gender Equality 

Examples of sexist and discriminatory comments made by MPs over the years 
 


